Splenosis in a port site after laparoscopic splenectomy.
Splenosis, the autotransplantation of splenic tissue, is most commonly seen after traumatic splenic rupture and splenectomy. It also can occur during embryonic development. Intraperitoneal, intrathoracic, and retroperitoneal sites have been reported. Although the presence of the splenic tissue often is asymptomatic and an incidental finding, it may present with pain or be confused with various pathologies including neoplasia. Because most pediatric splenectomies are performed for hemolytic disorders, parenchymal disruption must be contained to avoid recurrent disease. We present a case in which the devascularized spleen was contained in a bag and fragmented in situ. Splenosis developed in the retrieval port site after laparoscopic splenectomy and cholecystectomy. Port-site splenosis needs to be considered in the differential diagnosis of port-site pain and a palpable nodule postsplenectomy.